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The ProclamaTIon

 The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, 
published in print and online as virtual copies, an online blog, and a podcast 
site. It is dedicated to bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, 
features, arts, sports, editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated 
in The Proclamation are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of The 
Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty 
advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The 
Proclamation is a designated public forum for student expression, and 
its mission and policy is to encourage student expression. Students make 
final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View- 
points, including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, 
are welcomed. Wilbur Cross High School students may submit articles and 
letters to the editor, the publication of which is subject to approval by the 
student editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are subject 
to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.”

 Donald Trump’s presidential election victory sent shockwaves 
throughout our community and the world. For many progressives this 
was a crippling defeat and many are fearful for the future. So what do we 
do now that he is President-Elect? The answer is definitely not assaulting 
police officers or setting fires (although there is a time and important place 
for peaceful protests). No, the answer lies in keeping a close and watchful 
eye on the White House. We can’t let the government go unchecked. 
We all must go above and beyond our civic duty to make sure that our 
government’s actions hold true to the Constitution. Remember your 
rights, stay informed, be active in politics, and always stand up for justice. 
But, what did we learn from this election? First, that average, 
underemployed, non-college graduates needed Clinton’s attention 
and didn’t get it. Second, that rural states and counties mattered more 
than the urban areas in the battleground states. Third, that Clinton and 
her supporter’s overconfidence in the battleground states and overall 
election cost her the election, and fourth, that the people who felt left 
behind in Obama’s economic recovery won the election for Trump.
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OpiniOn

 The media failed much of 
the electorate in this election cycle. 
Throughout this presidential race 
there have been many scandals 
involving corruption and the fitness 
of the respective candidates for the 
position of president. Many of the 
scandals involving Donald Trump 
were heavily covered. However 
the leaked emails from various 
members of the Clinton foundation 
went largely undocumented by 
much of the mainstream media. 
Despite this, these emails were 
important and the lack of coverage 
on them about them was  one of 
the prime examples of how the 
media failed us. Despite this failure, 
the continuing distrust of Hillary 
Clinton helped lead to her defeat. 
 Among the many email 
leaks were examples of corruption 
on a large scale. Within these emails, 
Clinton speaks about the fact that 
she has both a public and a private 
policy in terms of how she planned 
to address Wall Street/ the private 
sector at large, which supports 
the claim President Obama made 
against her back in ‘08: Secretary 
Clinton “will say anything and 
change nothing.” Additionally, 
there were many examples of her 
secret collaboration with the media 
throughout the election. Donna 
Brazile, a former CNN collaborator 
and current head of the DNC, sent 
Clinton the questions to a town hall 
debate against her opponent Senator 
Sanders before the debate ever took 
place. Additionally, there were many 
emails between various New York 

Times editors and Clinton about how 
they planned on coordinating their 
attack against Trump. These are just 
a few examples of Clinton’s collusion 
with various members of the media.
These emails are shocking and 
reveal a lot about Clinton and 
politics as a whole, but what is not 
surprising is that there were nearly 
zero reports on these emails by the 
mainstream media, except for Fox. 

Hello? No Wikileaks?
Elijah Freiman

 The two leading presidential 
nominees in the 2016 election, 
Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump, faced unprecedentedly high 
disapproval ratings. According to 
Gallup.com, the two candidates had 
the largest unfavorability ratings 
of any candidate within their own 
parties – 50% for Clinton, 59% for 
Trump – since the metric began being 
recorded in the late 1930s. As a result, 
many voters were looking at third 
party options, such as Libertarian 
candidate Gary Johnson who gained 

considerable traction in the polls, 
especially among young people.
 Over the past quarter-
century, America has become 
more and more polarized across 
the political spectrum. Politicians 
have become more extreme on both 
sides, and Congress often finds itself 
stuck in a deadlock. As this process 
continues, both sides have begun 
to resort to the demonization of 
the other in order to gain political 
leverage among the populace. 
Additionally, proposed solutions to 
various political issues are almost 
exclusively framed as liberal versus 
conservative nowadays. This line 
of thinking perpetuates the notion 
that these positions (liberal/
conservative) are the only sound 
methods for tackling certain issues, 
which in turn, stunts our ability to 
develop new solutions to the various 
problems plaguing America.
 The popularity of Gary 
Johnson suggested  a possible 
beginning to the end of the two party 
mold within American politics. The 
Libertarian platform appealed to 
both sides of the political spectrum 
by lining up with democrats on social 
issues and Republicans on the desire 

How To Show Your Hatred 
Towards Two Party System
Elijah Freiman
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for limited government. As such, 
some voters that were dissatisfied 
with their party’s respected 
candidates turned to Johnson. 
However, many voters thought that 
of a vote for Johnson was a wasted 
one, due to his comparatively low 
poll numbers and the difficulty that 
a third-party candidate faces to get 
close to the presidency because 
of the Electoral College system. 
While this is certainly true, each 
additional vote for Johnson shows 
the American people’s discontent 
with the political landscape due to 
the two-party system. In addition 
to bringing Libertarian values closer 
to the national stage. So, while this 
exposure doesn’t actually lead to 
a nontraditional-party candidate 
in the White House, it will likely 
lead to more Libertarian seats in 
the House and Senate. As a result, 
politicians may no longer be able to 
merely demonize the other party; 
rather they ought to have to prove 
the value of their own positions. 
Additionally, the media won’t be 
able to frame policy positions as 
merely liberal versus conservative 
anymore, and our political 
perspective as a whole will hopefully 
be more open and honest. However, 
the election results didn’t show that 
the third-party candidates had a 
significant result on the election. 

Having female candidate Hillary Clinton run this year and actually take 
the nomination of the Democratic party changed exactly what some people 
focused on.  We don’t see the hidden sexism in the minds of some voters 
and how big of an effect it has on the candidate they will choose to support. 
Living in such a technologically advanced world makes it easier than ever to 
keep up with political discussion. However, it also brings hate and negativity 
towards candidates to viewers’ attention more, which can sway voters
 Much of the hate towards Hillary Clinton came across in a 
misogynistic way, bashing her with things that clearly have to do with 
the fact that she’s a woman.  Companies even produced merchandise 
bearing insulting messages towards Clinton, such as “Life’s a B***h. Don’t 
vote for one” (The Week), and more, some with even worse slogans. 
People all over social media attacked Clinton because she was a woman. 
 Some people just had a distaste for Hillary even without the 
media’s negative influence. “Nothing against women,” says Armando 
Mallo, a bartender from Ohio, “but I don’t want a woman president 
right now (PBS).” After hearing something like this, one might wonder - 
why?  Why can’t a woman serve as president just as effectively as a man 
could?  If Mallo says he doesn’t want a woman president “right now,” what 
exactly does he think would change over time?  Mary Stone, a waitress 
at Mallo’s place of employment was also interviewed and seemed to have 
an understanding to some of these things.  “Men are still chauvinistic 
enough to think that women can’t do the same job as them.  And I think 
that’s an issue,” she says, even though she still planned to vote for Trump. 
 The voters and general public weren’t the only ones displaying such 
misogynistic or sexist ideals.  Donald Trump himself was caught saying 
sexist things countless times in the past, not only towards Hillary but many 
other women as well.  In one case, Trump posted an unflattering picture of 
Ted Cruz’s wife beside a picture his own wife with the caption, “A picture 
is worth a thousand words”, implying that Melania’s beauty may put her at 
a higher point than Heidi. This is just one small instance where Trump’s 
sexism was clear, not to mention the times where he called women dogs, 
slobs, fat pigs and filthy animals.  A better-known instance was with his 
feud with Fox News reporter Megyn Kelly, when he said she must have 
had “blood coming out of her wherever” just because she hit him with a 
few tough questions during an interview.  Such comments revealed a lot 
about Trump, and the fact that a President had no shame in making them 
is unsettling. Unfortunately, some people see no problem with it.  In an 
interview by New York Magazine, two women were seen buying a t-shirt 
with the aforementioned slogans bashing Hillary Clinton.  While the t-shirt 
was for a friend of theirs, the women were Trump supporters as well.  “He’s 
a d*** and an a**hole, but we need him.  You need a president to be a 
d*** sometimes,” says Lisa, one of the two women buying the shirt. This 
is a perfect example of how some people don’t care as much, or maybe 

Name Calling
Bridget Melin
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they just don’t see it affecting his campaign or ability to run the country.
 While some people may still have voted for Trump despite his 
misogynistic past, it is important to understand why his attitude towards 
women was and still is wrong.  The people of their country, especially 
children and young adults, look up to a president.  A president isn’t 
supposed to be demeaning towards any group of people, whether it is 
women, people of color, gay people or anyone else.  However, a candidate 
also shouldn’t be voted for simply because they are a part of one of those 
groups.  Of course, Barack Obama being elected as America’s first black 
president was a historical landmark for black people.  The same could have 
been true for women if Hillary Clinton had been elected this November. 

You know what gets me mad? Being 
a freshman in high school is hard. 
So many adults say that when you 
enter high school you’ll have a fresh 
start so can find yourself. And I 
guess that is totally true, but it’s not 
always the best thing for everyone 
entering high school. Freshmen 
don’t always understand how to find 
themselves. Not every student wants 
to start all the way from the bottom 
again. Being a freshman is stressful 
for some students. But honestly the 
worst part is that, as the new kids, 
you have to get used to a whole 
new place, with nowhere else to go 
for the next four years of your life.
  The school staff tells the 
new freshman that they don’t need 
to worry about the things that they 
did in middle school because now 
that they start again. Although that 
is good and fair for some students 
who did not do so well in middle 
school, there are some students 
that are really proud of what they 
accomplished, and they want that 
record to follow them. Like me: 
I graduated 8th grade with the 
highest grade point average. I was 

I Hate Being A Freshman 
Anonymous

valedictorian of my graduating 
class, and I also got straight A’s 
almost every quarter. But to me it 
feels like it doesn’t matter how well 
I did in middle school because in 
high school it’s not going to be the 
same. So now some freshmen begin 
to doubt themselves, and don’t think 
it’s important to do well in school 
anymore because they feel that it 
doesn’t matter. They worked very 
hard and then in a few moments 
it’s like all that work is gone. Now 
they have to start over to be those 
great students again but studies 
show that many students that 
did well as younger kids end up 
basically drowning in high school.
  When you become a 
freshman, you have to figure 
everything out again. You have to 
make new friends to rely on and 
build relationships with your new 
teachers, which isn’t fun and easy 
for some students. Some freshmen 
have their old friends from middle 
school to stay with them but others 
know very few people in high 
school. But then those people who 
you thought were your friends end 

up ditching you. Students who 
are in this situation end up feeling 
alone, and they eat lunch alone. 
They begin to feel that they are not 
worth much because they think no 
one wants to hang out with them.
  Teachers need to be more 
aware of how the freshmen feel. 
Some freshmen don’t show how 
they really feel because they don’t 
want people feel pity them. So they 
literally have to start over from 
scratch. Not only with schoolwork, 
but also with trust and making new 
friends. Adults and other students 
should be more understanding 
towards  the little guys, to make 
them feel more at home and more 
comfortable at the new school.
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I remember eight years ago, when 
America elected its first black 
president and I heard the cheering 
and tears of happiness. I remember 
the same joy people when he 
was elected a second time. But 
unfortunately, Barack Obama’s 
time as President of the United 
States is nearly up and Donald 
Trump was elected. I walked into 
school the morning after Election 
Day and noticed the long faces 
of sadness, disappointment, and 
confusion. Hillary couldn’t hide 
these same emotions when she 
publicly conceded the presidential 
race admitting, “This is painful and 
it will be for a long time.” I was in 
tears knowing that someone who 
was going to stand by progress lost.
 The people I fear for, and 
whom my heart aches for, are my 
fellow Americans who were hurt 
throughout Trump’s Campaign. I can 
only imagine what’s going through 
the minds of Muslim families and 
how Mexican immigrants feel. 
People with disabilities witness a 
man who ridicules them. Lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people 
see a leader who is followed by anti-
LGBT groups. People all over the 
world watched as he demeaned 
women. I’m not just going to 
abandon those people. They need 
us and we all need each other. 
 I didn’t want to see a 
Donald Trump’s Presidency and I’m 
worried about what lies ahead, but 
he won and I’ll learn to accept it. 
We’ll call him out when he’s wrong 
and give him credit for when he’s 

right. I understand there are many 
people who are still distraught and 
believe leaving the country is the 
best thing to do but we have to be 
here, we have a responsibility, we 
have a voice and we should use it. 

The Future’s Uncertain, 
But We Have To Stay
Kiara Mauriello

Donald Trump is our President-
Elect. For the next four years, 
Donald Trump will be the president 
of the United States. This is a fact. We 
must understand it. We don’t need 
to accept it. But it is a fact. I know 
many of you are scared. I am too. It’s 
scary. Fear is what elected Trump. 
This fear, and manipulation of it, is 
nothing new. The government, our 
government, has been using it to 
manipulate the public for decades. 
People who are scared that they will 
lose their homes, that their family 
will take from them, that they will be 
unable to pay bills, that they will be 
unable to participate in government, 
that they will be shot by the very 
establishment intended to protect 
us, those people don’t have the time 
or energy to protest. When you are 
so focused on survival, how can you 
be expected to turn your energy to 
anything else? We are kept down 
very carefully. We are pitted against 
each other, we are made paranoid 
and angry and frightened, and then 
that same force that created the 
fear presents us with a person, calls 
them a solution. They tell us that 
this person will be the answer to our 
prayers; he will guide us against the 
tide of our own selves. We are kept 
in a cycle of fear, we are kept scared. 

 I know you’re scared. 
I’m scared. This is a scary time. 
This is the moment, Cross. This is the 
moment when we, the young people 
who are inheriting this President 
and the fear he manipulates at 
every opportunity, need to have the 
courage to keep moving. Do what 
you need to do to survive, because 
your existence is resistance. Go to 
demonstrations, and if you can’t, 
speak up in classrooms. Engage in 
conversations with the very people 
who refuse to listen to you. Express 
your opinion in bright color and in 
all black, in music and in voice. Be 
vibrant and strong and stubborn 
against and in spite of all those 
who attempt to silence you. And 
listen. Listen, listen, and listen 
to those people who are ignored. 
Understand this election from 
as many perspectives as you can. 
Practice kindness and empathy, 
tempered with an assertion of your 
own worth. Channel your anger; 
channel your frustration, your fear, 
into action. Find those people whose 
voice must be heard, and amplify it. 
Amplify your own voice. We cannot 
afford to be quiet anymore. And, 
more importantly, we won’t be. 
I know you’re scared. I’m 
scared. This is a scary time.
 But now is when we say “No 
more.”

Our Existence is Our 
Resistance
Willow Giannotti-Garlinghouse
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news

In the wake of Donald Trump’s election, of course there is outrage. What do you expect when the majority of Amer-
icans voted for Clinton. This election alone has taken so much out of the people of this country, but the results? The 
results triggered pain, anger, and an undeniable sense of fear. When I walked into Cross that Wednesday morning 
that’s all I felt, an undeniable sense of fear. I couldn’t stand it. Youth don’t have a vote, but we have a voice. A voice that 
I wanted to make loud and clear. So with just two days to plan, Jeremy Cajigas and I organized a rally on November 
11th, at the New Haven Green. Organizing the event, I wanted people to leave with a message of hope, solidarity, and 
youth empowerment. There was no more room for hate. There will be no more room for hate, because now more 
than ever the fight for social justice in a country built on slavery has just gotten harder, and the youth, the future, 
will have to battle every day to make this an America that for once is actually great. The rally was amazing, people 
from all over Connecticut came, expressed their feelings of discontent and left feeling renewed, ready to fight. Over 
20 youth from New Haven spoke out during the rally, and inspired hundreds, including adults. There was this mo-
ment when a trump supporter kept shouting “Make America great again”, trying to agitate the crowd, and every-
one looked at me. I knew that I couldn’t yell and slander him, so I said, “We love you”, I shouted to the crowd and 
said, “Everyone tell him we love him”, and the crowd followed. It was beautiful; the rally continued with no hate, 
and no violence because we were focused on something much greater, hope, solidarity, and youth empowerment. 

Wilbur Crosses Very Own Lead Solidary Rally
Cowiya Aurona

Cowiya Arouna, Cross’ very own 
student, taking a part at the rally.
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CORONATION  BALL 2016
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Debate Analysis Jerrymar Torres
Looking back allows us to predict what might happen during Trump’s 
presidency. The first Presidential Debate of the general election campaign 
between Republican nominee Donald Trump and Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton took place in Hempstead, NY on September 26, 2016 and 
was moderated by Nightly News anchor, Lester Holt. Holt started off by 
focusing on economic issues, asking how they will be “creating jobs that will 
put money in the pockets of American workers”. Hillary was first to respond 
by putting her focus is on “small businesses. raising the “national minimum 
wage,” “debt free college,” creating new jobs and making sure to “build an 
economy that works for everyone”. Trump response focused mainly on jobs 
“fleeing the country” and how we need to stop businesses from leaving the 
country with our jobs. Trump also stated how taxes on both small and big 
businesses need to be reduced from 35% to 15%. The next big issue brought 
up in this first debate was about race and how to “restore trust between the 
community and the police.” Clinton said, “everyone should be respected by 
the law and everyone should respect the law”. Trump answer was clear and 
straight to the point saying, “we need law and order.” Both candidates agreed 
on gun control and taking guns away from people that should not have them. 
 The second Presidential debate took place on October 9, 2016 in 
Louis, MO and was moderated by CNN anchor Anderson Cooper and co-
anchor of “This Week,” Martha Raddatz. This debate was the in the form of 
a town meeting where the candidates took questions from the audience. 
Without a doubt the biggest topic that night was about Trump’s recent leaked 
tape from 2005 where he talks about women inappropriately. He claimed 
he never did any of those things to women, saying various times that he 
has “tremendous respect for women”. Another big topic talked about in this 
debate was about energy policy. First to respond was Trump saying the EPA 
is killing the energy companies and taking jobs away. His solution is to bring 
back our energy companies that will take us off our 20 trillion dollars debt 
and budget deficit. Hillary response was to remain energy independent, 
fight climate change, and “move toward more clean renewable energy.”
 Finally, the third and last debate was in Las Vegas, Nevada on October 
19,2016, which was moderated by Fox News Sunday anchor, Chris Wallace. 
The first topic was about the next president having to appoint justices to the 
Supreme Court and “in effect determine the balance of the court for what 
could be the next quarter century” says Wallace. Clinton response was to 
appoint a court that will “stand on the side of the American people, not on 
the side of the powerful.” Speaking of the Supreme Court, the next big topic 
was about Roe.  Wade that touches on the issues of abortion and a women’s 
right to abort. Hillary answered that she will defend Roe v. Wade, a woman’s 
right to abort, and defend funding for planned parenthood. She states it is 
a “constitutional right for a women to make the most intimate and most 
difficult decisions about her healthcare”. Trump’s response was very intense 
saying continually that if you agree with Hillary then you are saying it is 
okay to have a baby be “ripped” out of the womb just days before birth. His 
response stated clearly that he is pro-life and against the Roe v. Wade decision. 

Students Voice: About 
Our President

Ignorant. Racist. Sexiest. - Eric

Electing someone like him, 
will mean society will be more 
negative than it already is 
-Syreena

This election has hurt me, not 
because my candiate lost, but 
because of the unearthing of 
hate that I didn’t even realize my 
country was capable of. -Allegra 

I feel in a way almost helpless 
to know that as a young black 
women my new “president” is 
everything my parents taught 
me to be afriad of -Jasmine

I feel like the presidential elec-
tion was not very fair. The presi-
dent is the one who reaches 270 
first? - Myanna 

I was really just very surprsied 
because all the news channels 
broadcasted that Hillary would 
win andeveryone thought that 
she would win. So when he 
pulled ahead so far, it was quite 
a surprise -Anonymous

All his insults made alot of 
people hate him for who he is 
and no one wants to support 
him... this hate is going to 
make America even worst 
-Anonymous

As a hispanic female I feel less 
capable of doing what I know 
I can do because of the over-
whelming number of people 
that actually voted for a man 
whos belives are to degrade a 
women. -Tif 
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The right to vote in our society creates a government based on the citizens voice. We 
are given the freedom to express our opinion and have it impact our country. You are 

an important individual to our government, take advantage of it.
The next election will not happen for another four years, but maybe you couldn’t vote 

this time, it’s always good to be prepared.

HOPE YOU VOTED!

VOTING POLL STATS  REPRESENTED PIE CHARTS

ISSUES
Rank # 1 2 3

Trump Hillary Trump Hillary Trump Hillary
Terrorism 14 15 4 16 1 9
Immigration 5 14 5 14 2 13
Health Care 4 56 3 42 3 18
Education 0 32 2 49 3 22
Economy 6 18 3 47 9 26
Environment 0 8 3 13 2 34
Abortion 1 2 2 3 2 7
Other 1 4 0 1 0 10

The total percantage of votes for Hillary Clinton, according to the exit polls, were 87%. Within these 87%  of voters, 
60% were female and 40% were male. The total percentage of votes for Donald Trump were 11%. The votes were  
divided equally among gender with each recording 50%. The last two parties only had 2% of the votes and gender 
was undetified.

On election day multiple students went out to survey the 
exit polls from different polling stations located in New 
Haven. The surveys gathered who they voted for, their age 
and gender, as well as the issues they believed were most 
important to them depending on their candidate of choice. 
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How Did She Loose? *Hint* Electoral College
Sabina Lewis

Have you been banging your head on the wall trying to figure out why Hillary won the popular vote but lost 
the election? Well look no further than the Electoral College. Here’s the scoop: As many probably know, eligible 
citizens (people over 18 and registered to vote) vote on their preferred candidate every Presidential election year 
in November. After the votes are counted, the outcome determines whom the electors will vote for. Every state has 
a certain amount of electors, in a number, which equals a state’s U.S. senators plus members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.
 But there are huge states that sometimes have fewer electors than smaller states. What makes this possible 
is that the number of electors depends on the state’s population, along with the number of U.S. Representatives. 
Some examples of states with large numbers of electoral votes include California (55), Texas (38), New York (29), 
and Florida (29). This is why candidates typically focus their attention on huge states, and/or states that have 
sometimes gone Republican and other times have voted Democratic. (The “Battleground” or “Swing” states) - 
because the numbers of electoral votes are really important. So because of this, they often pay little attention to the 
small states that have small electoral votes. States like these are Alaska, Delaware, and Wyoming. They only have 
just 3 electors each! In case you’re wondering, Connecticut has 7 electoral votes, so while we aren’t very crucial in 
the general election, we aren’t irrelevant either.
  Then a month after Election Day, all the electors meet in their state capitols to cast their votes for president 
and vice president. The votes are then counted by a joint session of Congress in January. So where does the 
controversy surrounding the Electoral College come from? Some of it may be due to the fact that candidates only 
focus their attention on key states- ones with more electors (i.e. the bigger states)- rather than states with very few 
electors (like us; Connecticut). Another reason is because it’s also possible to win the presidency without winning 
the popular vote. This makes it seem that the electors’ votes are more important than the actual US citizens’- and 
that presidential candidates are more interested the electors rather than the people of the country. An example 
of this was the 2000 presidential election. This was between Democrat Al Gore and Republican George W. Bush. 
After a riveting conclusion, Gore had won the popular vote, but Bush had won the electoral vote (271 to 266). He 
had just passed the amount of votes needed to win the presidency: 270.
 Just like this year, many people thought this result was unfair. In fact, the Bush v. Gore case was taken to 
the Supreme Court, and eventually became known as a landmark.
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FEATURES
Max Virtue and I interviewed the people of East Shore on 
their thoughts on the election. I live in the East Shore area 
of New Haven, which consists of two neighborhoods, the 
Cove and the Annex. The area is 77% white*, most of that 
population of Italian descent. I always knew this was a 
more conservative area of New Haven due to its proximity 
to East Haven, as we share much of its ethnic makeup. 
Many Trump signs were there. However, I never realized 
just how conservative this neighborhood is. Now that I 
think about it, we must be the most conservative area of all 
New Haven. Below are a just a few of the interviews that we 
gathered from our East Shore neighborhood.
*According to areavibes.com

Our first interview was with a fellow youth who was 
enthusiastic to talk with us about politics. He asked us not 
to use his last name: Matthew, age 16.
 
(Max) Which candidate do you want to win?
  “Between these two, I’d rather see Trump win 
than Hillary because I feel like I don’t think she can be 
trusted in international issues and on top of that there’s 
also been a lot of scandal with her.” 

(Gaston) You mention scandals, What do you think is 
worse, the scandals of Clinton, or the scandals of Trump? 
I understand for her emails and Benghazi, and then for 
Trump you have his tax returns, Trump University, the 
scandal where he didn’t pay his workers, etc
 “They both have a lot of scandals, but I feel like, 
well, experts say what she did (Benghazi) was a threat to 
national security. The things that Trump did negatively 
impacted him and his campaign, but I still feel what 
Clinton did were more severe.”

(Gaston) If you can change one thing about the election, 
what would it be and why? 
 “I would change the arguing and bickering 
between the candidates.”

Our next interview was with a Korean War veteran, Andrew 
Tambaobelon, Age 91

(Gaston) How long have you been living in New Haven?
 “I was born here, 1925.”  

ELECTION VS. THE COVE 
Gaston Neville

(Gaston) Who do you support in this election?
 “Trump.”

 (Max) Can you tell us why?
 “I’m tired of the Democrats, Obama Care and 
all of this stuff. Our country is going down the tubes. 
They cut down on the military. It’s crazy.”

(Gaston) What are the most important issues for you? 
 “The economy.” 

(Max) Do you think President Obama has done a good 
job with the economy?
 “Not really. China owns most of our country 
now, you know that?”

(Gaston) What do you think of the criticism that Donald 
Trump is not qualified, as he has never held elected 
office before?
 “Well you have to start somewhere. Everybody 
had a first chance at one time or another, going back to 
Thomas Jefferson and such. They had qualified people 
surrounding them who actually ran the country 
anyway.”

The last resident we interviewed was the only person 
that we found in the area with a Hillary sign on his lawn, 
Branch

(Max) Are you voting for Hillary Clinton this election?
 “Yes, she’s intelligent and very qualified.”

(Max) What do you think about her scandals, like her 
use of a private email server?
 “I don’t think it’s going to play a big role, I think 
it’s all been trumped up by the Republican party.”

Editor’s note: Interviews have been condensed for 
clarity 
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Hay muchas personas las cuales 
discriminan a otros por su color 
de piel, por su nacionalidad, y/o 
por su idioma sin tener conciencia 
de que estas personas solo  tratan 
de integrarse a una comunidad 
con diferentes costumbres, idioma, 
y tradiciones, pero en ocasiones 
las personas no les ayudan, solo 
comienzan a burlarse de esa 
persona porque se ha equivocado en 
alguna palabra o se ha equivocado 
en la pronunciación. Obviamente la 
persona se averguenza , pero nadie 
se atreve a ayudarlo en ese momento. 
De igual manera ha sucedido por su 
color de piel y/o por su nacionalidad.
En  Estados Unidos se han reportado 
varios casos de discriminación 
muchos de ellos entre policías y 
civiles de diferentes  etnicidades.  
Muchos de estos casos han sido 
sin aparente razón  justificada.  
Ha consecuencia de esto familias 
han perdido a un ser amado y así 
tener que luchar y salir adelante.
    Hay otro gran problema para 
este tema, lo cual sería el señor 
Donald Trump candidato a ser 
presidente de Los Estados Unidos. 
Este es una persona la cual 
discrimina a la comunidad hispana 

sin razón alguna. El cual presenta 
un concepto totalmente erróneo 
de la misma.  De igual manera ha 
expresado su interés en deportar 
a todos los indocumentados que 
actualmente están viviendo dentro 
de los Estados Unidos.  Durante 
sus presentaciones lo hemos 
escuchado expresar su famosa frase 
“america’s great again”, pero es mi 
entendimiento él nos clasifica a cada 
uno de nosotros en la comunidad 
hispana como criminales cuando 
en realidad criminales hay en todas 
las etnicidades sin importar su clase 
social.  Somos una comunidad 
que trata de levantarse de hacerse 
sentir, los hispanos trabajamos,  
estudiamos y luchamos para salir 
adelante como cualquier otro 
ciudadano.   A diario escuchamos 
casos de discriminación pero 
ninguno  nos ponemos a pensar que  
difícil debe ser vivir a diario con el 
temor y la incertidumbre de que nos 
enfrentaremos en el dia por solo 
ser hispanos.  Sigamos trabajando 
y luchando a diarios por nuestros 
derechos y poder demostrar 
que   nuestro origen no tiene por 
que definir nuestras acciones. 

Discriminacion
Lorena Ramirez

Ask yourself something, and before 
you answer, think carefully. Very 
carefully. Ask yourself: “Do I want to 
go to college?” I know it is a simple 
question, but it is an important one 
-- one that all us students need to 
ask ourselves. For some people the 
answer is easy. Perhaps a college 
education is the only way to fall 
into the profession of choice, like 
or medicine. But for others, college 
seems to be the only option to attain 
success in life. However, despite what 
many teachers and administrators 
or even parents might say, there 
are other options, each with their 
own pros and cons. Depending on 
what you are looking for, they have 
varying viabilities. The two most 
viable are trades and the military.
 Trades are, of course, 
necessary that are required for 
everyday life. These services 
include, but are not limited to: 
electricians, plumbers, automotive 
repair technicians, and carpenters. 
These specialized workers are hired 
and paid based upon their skill 
and experience and have reliable 
work -- after all, everyone needs 
an electrician or a plumber. The 
only prerequisites are the proper 
training, which can be gained 
through various programs, and 
whatever prerequisites are for said 
program (prerequisites can vary 
depending on the trade and the 
program itself). Most programs will 
probably cover the costs of your 
training and then set you up with a 
job afterwards. There is a shortage 
of skilled tradesmen, so finding a 
good program shouldn’t be too hard 
depending on your willingness.  

Do I Want To Go To College?
Nathanael J. Mateos
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There are several different trades, so 
search around and you could find 
something that suits your desires.
 If a trade isn’t calling to you 
either, then perhaps you should 
consider a career in the military.  I 
know just hearing the word ‘military’ 
can sound intimidating, and it is 
an immediate turn off for possible 
applicants, but joining the forces is 
not an automatic death sentence. It 
doesn’t guarantee that you are going 
to be sent to an active war zone, it 
just means that you might (emphasis 
on might, and only if you’re active 
duty). In fact, the military provides 
incredible opportunities for people 
that might not get them otherwise. 
According to statistics from 2015, 
there are over 800 military bases 
in foreign countries. This means 
that depending on where you’re 
stationed (if you are on active duty), 
a whole new world opens up to 
you. My older brother has countless 
stories from his time spent stationed 
in Germany. Not only do you get an 
opportunity to travel, but you also 
receive training that can be used for 
countless future occupations (and 
employers are always looking to hire 
veterans). Also, after your service 
(because joining the military doesn’t 
mean you’re a service member for 
life) the government will pay for your 
college education, if you so desire 
to pursue one. In fact, that perk is 
provided for people that only join 
the reserve. The military is always 
looking for recruits; in fact they often 
send recruiters here, to Cross. This 
allows them to talk to any students 
who might have some interest. I 
would encourage you to speak with 

one even if you aren’t considering 
joining because you might learn 
something new, especially from our 
soon to be sailor, Frances Rosario. 

The new Wilbur Cross Courtyard 
has been opened for Seniors who 
now enjoy a relaxing time with 
friends outside enjoying the breeze 
during lunch. Ms. Johnson and 
the Administrators finally had the 
funding to buy benches and tables 
this past summer. Ms. Johnson ex-
plained that it ended up being the 
perfect time to thank the class of 
2017 who were freshmen during 
her first year as principal of Cross.
 Outside, in front of the exit 
in the lunchroom, there are 6 brand 
new, bright red picnic tables on the 
pavement. Arranged along the slate 
pathway are 6 benches similar to the 
tables, with WCHS on them. Travis 

Jones described it as “Good environ-
ment where I get to bond with peo-
ple, me?” Donyae Mccullough loves 
the brand new benches and picnic 
tables while Jeremiah Rivera fondly 
said he enjoys “hearing the trees” in-
stead of “screaming students in the 
Cafeteria.” Hector Vega and Nicole 
Alvarez they like not being stuck in-
side all day. Quire Maisonave appre-
ciates the lack of teachers while Jesus 
Soto said he enjoys, “the sun hitting 
my face, like that song.” Jailene Ro-
driguez claimed, “Even though I am 
myself all the time, I feel like my-
self more than usual.” Rasmi Mousa 
and Ali Abdul Jabbar described the 
nice, fresh air, while Navid Sahir 
simply said, “it feels like heaven.” 
The best part about the Courtyard 
is that we seniors get to finally just 
be kids. School should be more 
than just class work, it should be 
about socializing with fellow class-
mates, meeting new people, learn-
ing from each other, and creating 
friendships that may last a lifetime. 
Yes, we have to go out into the real 
world and be adults couple months. 
Yes we have to learn hard work 
and deal with tough responsibili-
ties. Many of us already have those 
weights on our shoulders along with 
so much more. But for a half hour a 
day, we get to be 5th graders, sitting 
in the breeze, soaking up the sun.

Do I Want To Go To College?
Continued...

Courtyard Reborn
Abigail Eswarakumar
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Fruitvale Station, a 2013 film directed by Ryan Coogler, is a movie regarded as tribute to African American lives 
lost through police brutality. Based on a true story, this movie recreates the final moments of a young black father’s 
life and everything behind the tragedy. Oscar Grant (Michael B. Jordan) was fatally shot by police officer Caruso 
(Kevin Durant), who claimed to be reaching for his taser, not his gun. He was killed at a train station in Oakland, 
California early morning New Year’s Eve 2008 while unarmed, handcuffed, and forced to lie face down on the 
ground. Bystanders filmed the incident on many mobile phones, and when the video was uploaded online, it 
caused an uproar that demonstrated a shocking truth of what has been occurring for many years. 
The movie portrayed Oscar Grant, a flawed person with a criminal record of dealing drugs who was caught cheating 
on the mother of his daughter (Melonie Diaz), but Coogler didn’t forget to show the effort Grant made in trying 
to turn his life around. Regardless of how he is portrayed as a bad person in the film, Oscar Grant didn’t deserve 
to be shot.
 The story of Oscar Grant told in Fruitvale Station is just one of the many police brutality cases against 
harmless victims within the last decade. Not much time passes before another incident appears on the news, not to 
mention those not given attention from the media. Since the beginning of 2016, a shocking 865-939 people have 
been killed by police, as shown in a study by ThinkProgress, and the year isn’t over. In 2015, 1,200 people were 
killed by police, and of all these cases not one police officer was convicted of murder or manslaughter. People like 
Grant are being killed despite not posing any threat. Their murderers aren’t even being punished for it because 
they’re just “doing their job”. Since when did their job include killing innocent people with no intent to harm?

ARTS
Movie Review: Fruitvale Station
Bridget Melin & Kiara Mauriello

Film Industry and the 
Black Lives Matter Movement



The Proclamation 17 Post- Election Issue 

These are the words that come out of an abused woman’s 
mouth as police officers exit her home without arresting 
her husband. Domestic violence is a sensitive topic 
to many, one that is often acknowledged with great 
reluctance. However, in Donna Ferrato’s journalistic 
photography book, Living with the Enemy, she thrusts 
the horrors of the issue right into the faces of her readers; 
there was no censoring, no holding back.
 Ferrato was not abused as a child, and in fact 
was raised to believe that being at home and with family 
was a safe haven, or a refuge from the outside world. She 
was exposed to such violence when on an assignment 
for a magazine. She once saw a man attacking his wife 
and declared afterwards that it, “changed my life as a 
photographer.” From then on, she was determined to 
further reveal what abused women go through. 
 The book starts off with several graphic black and 
white images of women under attack; women cowering 
under their fist wielding husbands or huddling beside 
their children as they cry. Small bits of text hover under 
the pictures, adding context and jarring descriptions. 
One image shows a woman being interrogated by the 
police while her husband sits in the other room. Her 
face is contorted, and she doesn’t meet the officer’s 
gaze. Below it, the text supplies the story: “The police 
responded to Mary’s call for help . . . they held her 
husband in the next room so that she could talk freely. 
He denied everything, and she said that she was afraid 
to press charges against him . . . As Mary showed the 
police officers to the door, she whispered, ‘Remember 
you were here. The next time, I will be dead.’” Ferrato 
then informs the reader about shelters that women can 
flee to if times get too rough, offering uplifting photos 
of women conversing and comforting each other, and 
sleeping peacefully with their children. Towards the end 
of the book, Ferrato includes several in depth stories 
about specific women and their worst abuse reports. She 
finishes the book with hopeful pictures and information 
about husbands and wives in counseling, as they try to 
regain a safe atmosphere within their household. 
 After reading through these stories and 
looking through the pictures, I feel as if I have a wider 
understanding of what goes on in abusive households. 
It’s always been a sheltered topic, rarely spoken about 

Book Review: Living with the Enemy
Adelyn Garcia “Remember You Were Here, the Next Time I’ll Be Dead”

openly in my home. But what makes this book 
particularly daunting is that it was published in the 
early 1990s, a time where abuse was an issue that was 
constantly shoved down and hidden from the public. 
The publishing of this book must have sparked much 
controversy. Today, more and more abused women are 
coming out to the public and seeking help. 
 Overall, this book offered a very real and 
unnerving look into the homes of abusive relationships 
in the early 1990s. Donna Ferrato was able to uncover 
raw truth and scary realizations through black and 
white photos, a feat everyone else was too afraid to do.
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D E C E M B E R 
Horoscopes

The future is not written, it 
is made. If you do not like 
your horoscope just remember 
you control your own future. 

Aries (March 21-April 19): 
“For Aries December 2016 is 
month where things really start 
to shape. There is energy and 
the power to create and bring 
plans to realization. In general, 
things will run smoothly.”

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
“Your attention turns inwards 
in December 2016 as you 
feel the need to turn off the 
volume of everyday life off 
and listen to your inner voice.”

Gemini (May 21-June 20): “It is 
essential right now to turn down 
the volume from the outside 
world and tune inwards and 
listen to your inner voice. It is 
also time to give others a voice as 
people will come to you as they 
sense that you are open minded 
to their emotions and able to 
understand their problems.”

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
“Dear Cancer, work and 
family are in conflict in  
December 2016- events will 
deeply impact the person. 
Your family may be pushed     
into   the   spotlight because 
of the work you are doing.”

Leo (July 23-August 22) : 
“Travel   and the awareness of 

new information are very important 
in December 2016. Something you 
learn by chance in  December 2016 
could give a rise to an exciting 
new venture- so be observant and 
be open to your environment.”

Virgo (August 23-September 
22): “What you want to avoid 
in  December  2016 is defining 
yourself in terms with others or 
in relation to others. Do not be 
caught in the Facebook trap of 
thinking everyone else is doing 

great and having a fabulous life 
then feeling rather poor about 
yourself and your achievements.”

Libra (September 23-October 
22): “The time is now right for 
critical decisions and for bringing 
things that have been problematic 
or tapering off to a close. Look to 
concluding any project or activity 
in your life that is no longer 
providing value, time, or money.”

Scorpio (October 23-November 21): 
“Dear Scorpio in December 2016 
your thinking is highly influenced 
by habits and impulsive reactions. 
Much of the way you react to 
situations is compulsive and may 
not be logical and your decision-
making is also highly subjective 
and even biased, so it is not the 

best time to make critical choices.”

Sagittarius (November 
22-December 21): “You are up for 
impossible challenges in December 
2016- if it is said it cannot be done, 
then you are even more interested 
in trying. You are willing to take 
a risk if there is a chance you can 
achieve something of importance.”

Capricorn (December 22-January 
19): “You will be expected to nail 
your colors to the mast, this is not a 
month where you can fence it, you 
will have to choose and commit 
to being on one side or another.”

Aquarius (January 20-February 18): 
“December 2016 is very much a 
university of life graduation month- 
you will learn something important 
regardless of whether it’s at home, 
school, or at the university. You 
may actually be overwhelmed 
with information, or information 
you do receive can knock you 
sideways, as it was not what you 
had anticipated or assumed.”

Pisces (February 19-March 20): 
“You have to defend and fight for 
your values in December issues 
of principle are on the line and 
you will not want to back down 
although you will have to make 
some compromises. Sharing 
with others can cause you some 
anxiety, and you will have to 
endure a degree of imposition 
on your territory in some way.”

These horoscopes are from 
astrologyclub.org, have a nice day!
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FALL SPORTS
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The boys’ varsity football team had a much improved season starting with 
a record of 4 - 1 and finishing with a record of 5 - 5, compared to last years 

which was 2 - 8. 
WHAT AN AMAZING SEASON BOYS!
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Soccer is a huge sport at Wilbur 
Cross, with a large Varsity and 
Junior Varsity squad, which have 
both done very well. At the end 
of the season, our Cross Varsity 
Soccer Team finished with a 12-4 
record in the regular season,  which 
hasn’t been reached in years. Junior 
Camilo Cavanaugh says that the 
main reason they have won so 
many games is their improvement 
in teamwork and positive attitudes. 
The captains this year seem to 
create a positive environment where 
players can listen and learn from the 
upperclassman role models. With 
help of the Senior captain Harry 
Zehner, the team has become more 
focused and determined, winning 
games and reaching the states. The 
team accomplished their goal of 
reaching the playoffs, something 
that has not been in quite some 
time. They reached birth in the 
SCC championships, as well as the 
class LL state tournament, making 
a two-game run, farther than they 
have gone for  many years. The team 
also talks about some key additions 
to the team, such as freshman 
Roger Baldwin, who has greatly 
improved the team’s attacking force 
and presence as a state force. “The 
lower-classmen who have come 
into our program this year have 
made a great impact. Their desire 
and motivation to help our team 
go far has been instrumental in our 
success,” says Junior captain William 
Suzuki. Even though the season 
is over, the team looks towards a 
bright future, building on their 
progress in the upcoming seasons.  

Boys Soccer Reaches New Heights 
Eamon Hill
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ELM CITY BOWL PEP RALLY 2016
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Mr. Wodatch was a bright light in the Wilbur Cross community. I had him my sophomore year for 
Biology and he was one of my favorite teachers. He had a big emphasis on making sure we weren’t 
stressed out and always had a smile on our faces. Just seeing him in the hallway for the past two 
years, Wodatch would tease me about my over-protective mother. I’m going to miss walking to 
class and being stopped by Wodatch pulling out an imaginary phone to call my mother. It was 
nice having a teacher in the school that could joke with me and always would make sure I didn’t 
leave his sight unless I was laughing. At the beginning of this year, Wodatch hugged me and said 
“It’s crazy you’re a senior now!” Not having Mr.Wodatch there to watch me graduate is definitely 
hard to grasp, but it’s going to make me work even harder this year to accomplish my goals.


